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Chubby Checker 

 
LOC:  Your version of “The Twist” followed a version by Hank Ballard and the 
Midnighters.  Had you heard the earlier version before you were asked to record/perform 
it? 
 
CC:  Yes, I heard “The Twist” by Hank Ballard and The Midnighters many times on the radio.  I 
saw them perform the song at the Uptown Theater on Broad Street in Philadelphia.  I was with 
my brother Tracy.  
 
LOC:  If you hadn’t heard it before, I assume you have heard it since.  What did you bring 
or try to bring to your version that isn’t in the earlier incarnation? 
 
CC:  What I did to “The Twist” was a more upfront pop version with a back beat emphasizing 
more on the one and three rather than the two and four beats and the blues feeling that Hank 
Ballard & The Midnighters had on their version.  
 
LOC:  While I doubt anyone could have predicted the stunning success and longevity of 
“The Twist,” at the time you recorded it, did you have a feeling that you had something 
special? 
 
CC:  I asked my mother to pray to God and ask Him to give me a hit song and she said that she 
had a dream that I would record a song that would belong to someone else and it would cover the 
entire world.  When I was asked to sing “The Twist,” I thought of what my mother had said.  It's 
the only special feeling I got while recording [it].  
 
LOC:  Can you tell me about recording session for “The Twist”?  Where was it recorded, 
how long of a session did it take? 
 
CC:  When I got to the studio, the tracks were already finished.  All that the music needed was 
my voice.  I sang the song four times.  Dave Apple, who produced the recording, said “Chubby, 
that’ Daddy sleeping and Mama ain’t around’ is a little flat.”  I said “Dave, I'm going home to do 
my homework.  I think that my grades are in trouble and graduation is around the corner.  They'll 
never know.”  Little did I know that “The Twist” would change the dance floor forever. 




